

		
		

		
		

		
		
		


		
		

			
				Gold Rush Special


				
	15% off your entire stay
	Good for stays between now and April 30, 2024
	Only valid on lodges, cabins and campsites
	Offer excludes Stonewall Resort





Promo Code: GOLD
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			About This Park


			
				With 8,101 acres of dense forest, Holly River is West Virginia's second largest state park and known for its wide range of flora, including wildflowers and ferns. Located in a narrow valley in the Mountain Lakes region, the park is surrounded by heavily forested mountains, some reaching more than 2,800 feet in height. The dense forests of Holly River provide guests with a natural setting where they can find peaceful solitude. Recreational opportunities in this park include camping, hiking, swimming and tennis. Amenities include picnic shelters, corrals for campers with horses and the Holly River State Park Restaurant, which offers a cozy, sit-down dining area with home-style meals. 



We are excited to announce that the Cookhouse at Holly River State Park will be opening for the season on April 5, 2024. Under new management, local restaurateurs Cristi and Dave Colborn will be operating the state park system's coziest dining venue, The Cookhouse at Holly River State Park will feature a selection of fresh and locally sourced items sure to please all ages and tastes.  



Be sure to check back for updates soon! 


			

		

	

	

		
							
					Accommodations

					Select an option below to learn more about the accommodations at this park.					
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					Activities

					
					Select an activity below to learn more
					

																								
										
											
												



	
	
	
	



											

											Biking
										
										Biking

											
Is biking more your style? Mount up for 42 miles of trails varying in difficulty, so no skill or prior experience is necessary. Trail maps are available at the park office.


										

									
	
										
											
												





											

											Camping
										
										Camping

											
Holly River State Park’s campground has 88 units with electric hookups, picnic tables and cooking grills. A dumping station and four centralized bathhouses with coin-operated washers and dryers are available. Only one tent or trailer is allowed per site and check-in time is noon. Find more information here.


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	



											

											Fishing
										
										Fishing

											
Holly River State Park is a great place to go trout fishing. With its swift water and currents, the Left Fork of Holly River makes an ideal habitat for these fish. But before you head out, make sure you purchase a current West Virginia fishing license, available at www.wvfish.com.

If you’re planning a fishing trip and need overnight accommodations, check in to a cabin at the park. But hurry! They book up fast. Make you reservation by clicking Book Now!

[image: Fishing in Holly River State Park]Fishing in Holly River State Park



										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



											

											Geocaching
										
										Geocaching

											
Holly River contains three cache sites for geocaching enthusiasts. Try to hunt down the treasure before someone else beats you to it!


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	
	



											

											Hiking
										
										Hiking

											
Come see Holly River State Park’s rich woodlands, filled with abundant wildflowers. Hike one of the park’s many trails stretching 42 miles for a real scene stealer. Popular hikes include treks out to the Tecumseh and Tenskwatawa waterfalls and Potato Knob, which offers a commanding view of the park from 2,480 feet.

Download Park Pack & Map

										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	



											

											Horseback Riding
										
										Horseback Riding

											
Holly River State Park offers overnight camping with horses. Advanced reservations are required to reserve one or more of the three campsites (numbers 79, 80, 81). Corrals are included in the campsite reseravation. Trails designated for equestrian use are indicated below and are included in the park pack and map.


										

									
	
										
											
												





											

											Museums & Historical Sites
										
										Museums & Historical Sites

											
Quaint, historic Helvetia shouldn’t be missed. Ever since the first European immigrants arrived in 1869, the town has retained its old-world character. The Hutte Swiss Restaurant is a highlight. Order authentic Swiss and German cuisine like sauerbraten, musli, and morgan henalie!


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	
	
	
	



											

											Outdoor Adventures
										
										Outdoor Adventures

											
The adventures continue with more attractions, including a swimming pool, open Memorial Day to Labor Day, basketball, volleyball, tennis, shuffleboard and badminton courts, as well as areas for croquet and horseshoes. During the summer season, a park program coordinator plans special activities for the nature/recreational program. Such popular features as nature hikes, films, hayrides, marshmallow roasts and sports events are organized for your added enjoyment.


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	



											

											Swimming
										
										Swimming

											
The outdoor pool at Holly River State Park is open Wednesdays through Sundays from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. If Monday is a holiday the pool will be open.  Admission is $6 for adults and $4 for children. Pool passes are available t o purchase at park headquarters.

Note: The pool closes for the season in mid-August during the week and remains open on weekends, pending lifeguard availability.


										

									


											
										
										
						Attraction is located outside of the park.
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						Contact

							
								Phone: 
								
									304-493-6353
								
							
	
								Email: 
								
									hollyriversp@wv.gov
								
							
	
								Address: 
								
									680 State Park Rd.,
									Hacker Valley,									
									WV 26222																											
								
							


					

					
						 						 	
						 						
					
					
				

			

	

	
		
	
	

					
		
			

		
				
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																			History

										The area now known as Holly River State Park was settled around 1870 by a group of immigrants from Switzerland. After years of the land being stripped of useful timber, the U.S. Department of Agriculture began purchasing land, and in 1937 began reforesting and restoring the area to the deep woodlands enjoyed by visitors today. In 1938, Holly River was designated a wildlife refuge and opened as an official state park, but it wasn’t until 1954 that the federal government deeded the land to the state of West Virginia. Since then, many trails have been blazed, cabins have been refurbished and campsites have been constructed. Other improvements have included the construction of game courts, a swimming pool and other outdoor recreational facilities enjoyed by hundreds of visitors each year.


																		
																		
																																										
							

																		
									
				
									
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																		
																		
																			Trails
		
										
																						Download Park Trail Map
											
																					
														
										
																						
												
													High Rock Trail
													
  

												

												
													Starting from the footbridge below cabin No. 9, the trail begins a steep climb around a mountain, leading to a high tabletop rock on the ridge summit. The ridge is dominated by mountain laurel, flame azaleas and oak trees. The trail follows the ridge and descends to the mouth of Big Run and ends at the campground entrance.

Distance: 1.5 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																						
												
													Laurel Fork Trail
													
  

												

												
													Located on the island between the Activity Building and the Carpenter Pavilion, the trail is asphalt paved and follows the perimeter of the island as it is encircled by Laurel Fork. The trail meets ADA standards and includes four rest stations, two shelters, three water fountains, and 10 historical markers with Braille signs depicting the history of the park.

Distance:  0.4 miles

Difficulty: Easy


												

											

																						
												
													Nature’s Rock Garden Trail
													
  

												

												
													Beginning at the cabin area parking lot, this self-guided interpretive loop combines easy walking with a great variety of plant life. Interpretive booklets are available at the information kiosk.

Distance:  0.4 miles

Difficulty: Easy


												

											

																						
												
													Oak Ridge Trail
													
  

												

												
													Starting from the lower end of the campground, this trail ascends a mountain, then twists along Oak Ridge and intersects the Tramontane Trail. This trail features an overlook with a view of the park’s main recreational area.

Distance: 2.5 miles

Difficulty: Moderate to difficult


												

											

																						
												
													Potato Knob Trail
													
  

												

												
													Branching off from Wilderness Trail, this trail follows a ridge to Ridge Road. It joins the road for a half mile and then descends the mountain through a grove of exceptionally large trees. A short side trail on the Ridge Road offers a view of Tenskwatawa Falls. Crossing Fall Run Road, the trail circles around the southern side of Potato Knob to The Chute. From here it is a steep ascent to the summit of Potato Knob.

Distance: 7.5 miles (one way)

Difficulty: Moderate to difficult


												

											

																						
												
													Railroad Grade Trail
													
  

												

												
													The trail begins where Wilderness Trail crosses Crooked Fork. As the name implies, this trail travels an old railroad grade. In one area, this trail winds through some interesting rock formations.

Distance: 10 miles

Difficulty: Moderate to difficult


												

											

																						
												
													Reverie Trail
													
  

												

												
													Originating at the campground entrance, the trail parallels Big Run to Dreamer’s Meadow, scales a mountain and passes under Tecumseh Falls, guiding hikers to a primitive camping site. Turning southeast, the trail descends the mountain to Pickens Road. From here, hikers can turn right on the road and walk back 1 mile to the starting point or cross the road to the stream and turn right on Wilderness Trail to the cabins.

Distance: 3.5 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																						
												
													Ridge Road Trail
													
  

												

												
													This trail is best for bicycling, day hiking and possibly cross-country skiing and horseback riding. It begins at Laurel Fork near the Jacob Klee Road and follows a jeep service road up the hill for about a mile to the old fire tower. It then follows the ridge to descend just behind the assistant superintendent’s residence at the lower end of the campground. Horseback riding is allowed on this trail.

Distance: 6.1 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																						
												
													Salt Lick Trail
													
  

												

												
													Beginning with a slight climb from Cabin No. 9, this trail winds around the mountain through a young forested area and leads to some of the oldest and largest trees in the park. The trail descends to the island in the picnic area and ends at the campground.

Distance: 0.75 miles

Difficulty: Easy


												

											

																						
												
													Tramontane Trail
													
  

												

												
													Beginning at Cabin No. 9, this trail winds through a large forested area and out into the fields of an old homestead. From this point, the trail takes hikers to a high ridge overlooking the upper valley and headwaters to the left fork of Holly River. At approximately 2.3 miles, look for Mystic Falls, the hidden waterfall of Holly River State Park. The trail then descends into a dry run and on to its ending point at the picnic area.

Distance: 2.5 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																						
												
													Wilderness Trail
													
  

												

												
													Ascending the mountain through high country glens across Crooked Fork into a remote area of the park, the trail guides hikers from Cabin No. 9 to the former site of the fire tower. Backtracking is necessary to reach the original trail. Returning to and heading down Crooked Fork, the trail joins Laurel Fork and continues downstream, ending at Cabin No. 1.

Distance: 4.5 miles (one way)

Difficulty: Moderate to difficult


												

											

																					
																					
																																									
							

																		
									
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																			Additional Information 

										Picnicking

Holly River offers seasonal recreation and nature programs and a trout-rearing pond with facilities ideal for picnics and reunions. There are two large pavilions that may be rented by the day. Shelters are reservable up to a year in advance with a picture-perfect trout rearing pond located near the park headquarters. Guests can learn about the many types of trout that are stocked in the park and the importance of protecting them for the generations to come.


																		
																		
																																										
							

																		
									
				
										
																		
																							
			

		
	
		
			
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
													
								Nearby Attractions

								
									
																				
											Audra State Park

											This beautiful state park is situated in a heavily wooded area with riverside camping along the Middle Fork River. Hiking, picnicking, swimming and canoeing are popular outdoor activities for you to enjoy.


										

																				
											Kumbrabow State Forest

											This state forest is operated for multiple uses, including hiking, wildflower and wildlife viewing and picnicking. Kumbrabow has fully equipped pioneer cabins to share with family and friends.


										

																				
											West Virginia State Wildlife Center

											The West Virginia State Wildlife Center at French Creek is a modern zoological facility displaying native and introduced state wildlife. Operated by the Wildlife Resources Section of the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources, the Wildlife Center is dedicated to presenting visitors a realistic and factual understanding of our state’s wildlife. The Wildlife Center is located about 20 miles from Holly River State Park.


										

																				
											Elk Springs Resort

											Unwind at this luxurious fishing getaway, where trout are plentiful. Get help from professional guides or load up at the fly shop— the largest in West Virginia. Stylish lodging and cabins make your mountain stay complete.
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					July 24, 2024
					2024 Farm to Table Dinner Event Series

					
						The 2024 Farm to Table Dinner Event Series will take place at the Cookhouse Restaurant near Holly River State Park.  The reservation deadline is Ju...
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